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GUIDELINES.





As a general rule, delegates should become familiar with several items in their preparations for the session. These include:





	The U.N. system as a whole 


	A general background of their nation’s history and policies


	A specific background of their nation’s viewpoints on the issue to be discussed at the session


	A specific background of the perspective of nations with differing viewpoints on the issue


	The current world situation as it applies to your nation


	The rules of procedure of the U.N.








Researching your nation’s position is the essential element in the preparing for the model United U. N. Session. A communal effort when conducting research is recommended. Each member of the research team can be assigned a topic to report on to the group. Areas that can be researched include:





Historical background on the nation


Current general statistics on the nation


Specific background on the issue to be discussed


Specific information on your nation’s stand on the issue to be discussed


Voting records of your nation on the issue


Treaties and agreements relating to the issue








JUDGING CRITERIA





While the intent of this exercise is to increase the knowledge, skill level and interpersonal skills of the participants, a team will be chosen as the winners at the end of the competition.  Statements will be judged on content, delivery and conciseness. 





Initial contributions by one member of the team will speak for 5 – 7 minutes and rebuttals should be no longer than 2 minutes. Unless a delegation wishes to be heard on a point of order, rebuttals will take place at the conclusion of the main debate.





Delegates were encouraged to lobby and caucus with like-minded nations before and on the day of the event as a means of garnering support for their positions. They are also encouraged to consider allying themselves with states that they may need to call on for support at some future date.
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